COAL HIKING IN PENNSYLVANIA.

Governor's," In a reply from Thomas Penn, dated London, the fol-
lowing 7th of November, to Mr. Tilghman, he says, in acknowledg-
ment : "I desire you will return my thanks to Colonel Francis for
his good services in removing the intruders that were settled on the
Indians' land, and for the piece of coal, which we shall have exam-
ined by some persons skillful in that article, and send their observa-
tions on it," It is further stated by Mr. Buck that the next men-
tion of coal in this section is in a draft by Charles Stewart, from a
survey made in 1768 of a large tract of land on the west side of
the Susquehanna, opposite the present borough of Wilkesbarre,
which has "stone coal" marked thereon. The traveler, Dr. Schopf,
tells us that in 1783 he found specimens of coal in the Swatara
creek, in Lebanon county, and learned of its existence up the west
branch of the Susquehanna.

The Wyoming valley was partly settled by a colony of Connecti-
cut people in 1762, representing " The Susquehanna Company." In
the same year the Indians murdered about twenty of the colony, and
the remainder of the settlers were driven away. Gradually the sur-
vivors and others associated with them returned to the valley, and
in 1768-9 it is claimed that two of the settlers, being two brothers
named Gore^ from Connecticut, who were blacksmiths, were the first
in this country to use anthracite coal. This they did in their forge
fire.

In 1776, and throughout the Revolutionary war, anthracite coal
was taken in arks from the Wyoming mines above Wilkesbarre
down the Susquehanna to the United States armory at Carlisle.
Dr. Schopf visited Carlisle in 1783, where he informs us that
just outside the town were situated four rows of old. and new build-
ings, in which during the war- a number of workmen were engaged
in the manufacture of muskets, swords, and wrought-iron cannon of
great strength. Mr. Buck says of the first shipment, that " two
Durham boats were sent from Harris's Ferry, now Harrisburg, up
the Susquehanna to Wyoming for anthracite coal, and about twenty
tons were purchased from Mr. Geer and brought down to that place,
whence it was hauled to Carlisle in wagons, and which appears was
done annually during the Revolutionary war. This coal, we learn,
was obtained from a bed belonging to Judge Hollenback, one mile
above Wilkesbarre, near the mouth of Mill creek." Mr. Daddow
says that some of it also came from the old Smith mine in the vicin-
ity of Plymouth. The shipment of. Wyoming coal down the Sus-
quehanna in arks continued until the completion of the North